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September 22, 2006

PRESS RELEASE

The Board of School Directors is disappointed to announce that the
negotiations with the Education Association reached an impasse after an
11 hour bargaining session that ended at 4 AM, with two state mediators in
attendance. The Board representatives asked the Union a number of times
to join it in seeking fact finding to prevent the strike which was scheduled
to begin on Monday. The union initially rejected those requests and then
finaily, at 4 AM, after a Final Offer was presented, agreed to go to fact
finding. The Board had also asked the union to agree to go to nonbinding
arbitration now, before a strike, rather than waiting until after a strike would
have ended, when nonbinding arbitration is mandated. The union rejected
this request as well. The Board had also asked the union to go to last best
offer binding arbitration to resolve the dispute. The union rejected this

request.

With nowhere to go and the strike deadline looming, the Board gave the
union a Final Offer. The Board presented salary schedules which reflect

the following increases:

2006-2007 4.64%
2007-2008 4.62%
2008-2009 4.33%
2009-2010 4.56%
2010-2011  4.31%

By the end of the contract, the maximum salary will go to $83,114 on the
schedule and will, as a result of a longevity payment increase the maximum
salary to $88,524 for the teachers at the top of the schedule. The Board’s
salary offer also reduces the number of steps in the salary schedule and
adds two columns so that feachers with advanced credits can get

additional raises.
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The Board is also seeking modest increases in employee premium
contributions toward heaith insurance as follows:

2006-2007 1.5% of each teacher’s salary
2007-2008 1.75% of each teacher’s salary
2008-2009 2% of each teacher’s salary
2009-2010 2% of each teacher’s salary
2010-2011 2% of each teacher’s salary

Based on the average salary for each year generated by the Board’s offer,
the amount of contribution will be as follows:

2006-2007 $822 for the year

2007-2008 $1003 for the year
2008-2009 $1196 for the year
2009-2010 $1251 for the year
2010-2011  $1305 for the year

Currently teachers pay on average $572 a year toward health insurance and
the District pays approximately $8100 annually per teacher for medical
insurance.

The Board indicated that the language component of the Final Offer would
be finalized and presented to the union later today.

After the Final Offer was presented the Union, then, finally, requested the
Board join in a fact finding request. The Board agreed to do so. Therefore
the strike notice has been rescinded and school will be in session.

The Board Offer wiil be posted on the District website:
www.nazarethasd.k12.pa.us




NAZARETH AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT FINAL OFFER

L. Except as set forth below, the terms of the 2003-2006 Collective Bargaining Agreement
remain unchanged.

2 All tentative agreements reached to date shall be as follows:
a. ARTICLE 8 — SUSPENSIONS FURLOUGH

Suspensions Furlough of professional employees shall occur pursuant to Act 97, as
amended, of the Pennsylvania General Assembly (1979, amended 1986) based on seniority within
the school district. Seniority as defined herein is referenced in Appendix E (Seniority), included

herein and made a part hereof.

b. APPENDIX A - Section 7 - METHOD OF PAYMENT

The first payday shall be the first Thursday after the school term for students begins and
each second Thursday thereafter for a maximum of twenty-six (26) or twenty-seven (27) payments.

If a payday should occur on a school holiday, the paycheck shall be given on the last school
day preceding the holiday

Members shall have the option of receiving a lump sum payment for the remaining salary
of the contract year after the last payday in June following the close of the term. Requests for
lump sum payments must be made annually in writing to the Business Administrator by May 15.

In the case of an extreme emergency, the payday may be extended up to two (2) days,
provided that the employer has made every effort to meet that scheduled payday.

c. APPENDIX C —~ HOURS OF WORK AND OTHER CONDITIONS OF
EMPLOYMENT

§1.F. It is recognized that the time after 6:00 p.m. on school days and all the time on
Saturdays and Sundays is personal to each individual member of the bargaining unit and that the
School District may not make demands upon it. This in no way precludes a member of the
bargaining unit from voluntarily accepting school-related responsibilities during such personal

time.

§1G. When schoels are closed because of inclement weather, or other District-wide
emergency situations, employees in the bargaining unit shall not be required to report to work.
When schools are closed early, employees in the bargaining unit shall be permitted to leave
fifteen (135) minutes after pupil dismissal time.

d. APPENDIX B — Section 7 — Tuition Credit Reimbursement

The emplover will reimburse the individual members of the bargaining unit for the cost of
tuition for graduate credits and associated fees such as lab, computer, etc., but not texthooks,
under the following conditions:



1. The reimbursement shall be up to a maximum of $3,000 per year for employees
defined in the Recognition Section of this agreement with the exception of long-term substitutes.

2. A minimum grade of “B” must be earned in all courses for which reimbursement 1s
to be granted.
3. A copy of the grade report or an official transcript and a copy of the bursar’s receipt

must accompany the written request for reimbursement of tuition costs.
3. ARTICLE II - TERM OF AGREEMENT

The term of the Agreement shall begin on September 1, 20032006, and shall continue m full
force and effect until 12:00 PM on August 31, 2866 2011, or until such later date as the two parties
may hereinafter agree is to be the extended ending date. Any such extended date shall be evidenced
by a written amendment to which amendment both parties shall signify their approval by affixing
their signatures thereto. However, where improvements in fringe benefits regarding insurances are
described, said improvements shall be effective as soon as the insurance carriers permit.

4. APPENDIX A - SALARY SCHEDULES
Salary schedules shall be as presented on September 22, 2006.
5. APPENDIX A ~ Section 3 - PERSONAL LEAVE

Personal leave will be granted with the following daily limitations in effect: fowr<d) six(6)
from the Senior High School; feuwr<4} five (5) from the Middle School; twe—23 four (4) from
Shafer; swe«2) four (4) from Bushkill; twe-2) four (4) from Lower Nazareth; and one (1) from the
elementary itinerant staff (art, physical education, music teachers, guidance counselor and the
elementary nurse) irrespective of their daily building assignments. Personal leave days will not be
granted on professional development days.

6. APPENDIX A - Section 6

Section 6 needs to be modified to conform with Section 4094 of the Internal Revenue
Code and the following language shall be added:

“The members of the bargaining unit that had served the District’s
special education students while employed by Intermediate Unit 20
prior te the District taking over a program will have those years
credited to their years of service at the District.”

4

APPENDIX A — Section 8 —~ Extra Pay/Extra Duty Schedule (EPED)
Extra duty pay shall be increased 2% per year.
8. APPENDIX A - Section 9 — Curriculum Leaders

As proposed on August 31, 2006.



g, APPENDIX B — Section 9 - Income Protection Plan/Sick Leave

A. The Nazareth Area School Board will purchase and will pay the full cost of an
income protection plan for each member of the bargaining unit which plan shall provide the
following: $906 $1,500 a month benefit toward lost income; benefits to begin after thirty (30)
consecutive work days of absence due to sickness or injury; benefits for work loss due fo sickness
until age sixty-five (65); benefits for work loss due to accident for life of insured; full year
coverage, provided that benefits are issued in accordance with the insurance policy.

10. APPENDIX B - Section 11 — Cost Containment Provisions

C. Health Insurance Co-Pays: Pue-te-establishment-efa-new IRS Section 125 Account

remams New amcunts m—%he—ta%ie—%e%e%wﬂl be per pay if—he——flzf&»t«a*—ameaﬁ{—wrs-%he

alve%age)— Bargammg umt members w:li contnbme the fo:’lawmg toward tke cost af
medical insurance:
2006-2007 1.5% of the bargaining unit member’s salary
2007-2008 1.75% of the bargaining unit member’s salary
2008-2009 2.00% of the bargaining unit member’s salary
2009-2010 2.00% of the bargaining unit member’s salary
20010-2011 2.00% of the bargaining unit member’s salary

E ctimaatad Cimala Earmilas
Estimated Siirate Eariihy
¥Year Pre-Tax Post-Tax Pre-Tax PostTax

If the IRS disallows such a plan at any point in time during the new contract, the above

deductibles in-the will be “post-tax” eelumns-shatl-be-followed;not-the-higher~pre-tax—celumn.

The District will be permitted, at its discretion to offer voluntary health insurance plans.
To the extent practical, one or more of those plans will include well-baby visit and contraception

coverage.
14, APPENDIX B — Section 12 Dental Care Insurance

The Nazareth Area School District will purchase and will pay the full cost of the Delta
Dental Plan of Pennsylvania (Plan A), or its equivalent, for ali members of the bargaining unit and
their dependents. That plan shall provide a maximum benefit of $1,500 per person per year and
shall permit utilization of the $1,500 benefit for orthodontics.

il. APPENDIX B-Section 18 NerCarFirst Commonwealth Federal Deductions

The employer agrees to make deductions from the salaries of any member of the bargaining

unit auihorzzzng such deductions for dEPObIt n the member of the bargammg umt s account(b) with
i 13 a . 7 oq 3 FU’SI

Commonwealtk Federal



12.  APPENDIX B-Section 20 — ASSOCIATION LEAVE

The Nazareth Area School District will grant three—3) ten (10) days, with the
understanding that no individual will be granted more than five (5} days in any school year, to
the Nazareth Area Education Association for the President or his designee to conduct Union
business at the expense of the Association. The Association will reimburse the District the cost of
the substitute, if needed as determined by the Administration, for such days.

13.  APPENDIX C - Section 1 — Work Day for Members of the Bargaining Unit.

B. During the school year, members of the bargaining unit shall be available for a
maximum of four (4) meetings per month including but not limited to staff meetings, faculty
meetings, department meetings, curriculum meetings, open houses/parent/teacher conferences and
high school graduation and other meetings called by the Superintendent and/or building principal
relating to instructional/management affairs of the District. These meetings will be scheduled for
Mondays unless there are fewer than four (4) available Mondays during the month, in which case
meetings may be scheduled for other days if the change is announced at least one week (5 work

days) in advance.

E. Said meetings, with the exception of those for which the members of the bargaining
unit are receiving additional compensation, shall not begin more than one-half (1/2) hour prior to
the start of the aforementioned work day nor shall such meetings extend more than one (1) hour
beyond the end of the aforementioned work day. The only exceptions being the three (3) open
houses/parent-teacher conferences. The High School Administration may substitute attendance at
graduation for one of the open house/parent teacher conference evenings. In case of a staif
member having a dual assignment (more than one building), the staff member will attend the open
house(s) relating to the majority of his/her assignment.

14, The District agrees to meet and discuss issues concerning preparation time.
15.  MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

The parties agree that the days that bargaining unit members worked in August of 2006
which were designated on the school calendar as part of the 2006-2007 school year, will be
considered part of the 2006-2007 school year. In subsequent school years, any days worked
during August which are designated on the school calendar as part of the then upcoming school
vear shall be considered part of that school year and not part of the previous school year.
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