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English 10 Honors  

Sophomore English focuses on developing students’ analytical skills in literature and 

language.  Students are introduced to the interpretation and analysis of literary works. 

 Students will continue to improve their writing skills through both formal and informal 

assignments.  Critical thinking skills are emphasized.  The honors level offers additional 

opportunities for in-depth analysis, creative inquiry, and lively discussion, preparing 

students for the rigorous Advanced Placement curriculum. 

 

Course Expectations/Objectives: 
● Cultural Conversations: Analyzing Voice Across Fiction and 

Nonfiction Texts- Students analyze how authors use voice to create a personal 

identity as well as express their unique cultural perspectives. As part of the unit, 

students study Lord of the Flies, and a variety of poems and personal essays. We 

also begin reading our first independent novel during this unit. Students select 

this novel from a list of classic novels from the 20th century.  

o Texts: Springboard, Lord of the Flies, Prentice Hall Literature textbook, 

20th Century independent novel  

 

● Cultural Perspectives: Analyzing Short Stories and Arguments- 

Students read a variety of short stories and study them for thematic relevance. 

We also learn how to develop and write an effective argument about literature. 

Students also complete their 20th century independent novel.  

o Texts: Springboard, Prentice Hall Literature textbook 

 

● Research Process- Students study ancient Greek myths for their cultural and 

thematic relevance. During this unit, we explore the writing and research process. 

Students complete a research paper and begin their 21st Century independent 

novel project.  

o Texts: Greek myths, web and database searches 

 

● Dramatic Justice: Students explore the key question “What is justice?” by 

studying Antigone and a series of nonfiction texts. Throughout the unit, students 

utilize and apply their argumentative skills to create and support their own 

arguments about the nature of justice. 

o Texts: Springboard, Antigone 

 

 


